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Eastern student looking for missing brother 
By Corryn Brock 
Editor-in-Chief I @DEN_news 
As the search continues for missing Il-
linois State University speech patholo-
gy graduate student Jelani Day, his broth-
er, D'Andre Day, an Eastern graduate stu-
dent studying sports administration , is ask-
ing for the public to help bring his brother 
home safely. 
Jelani Day was last seen Aug . 24 in 
Bloomington, Illinois by the Beyond/Hello 
dispensary. 
He is described as a Black male, 6-foot-
2, 180 pounds, with short black hair, brown 
eyes and some facial hair. 
Jelani Day was last seen wearing a blue 
baseball hat, a Jimi Hendrix T-shirt, white 
shorts and black shoes , however, he will not 
be wearing those clothes according to the 
Bloomington Police Department because his 
clothes were found in his vehicle two days 
after he went missing. 
The vehicle was found in a concealed, 
wooded area in Peru, lllinois which is about 
60 miles north of Bloomington. 
Bloomington police are asking that any-
one with information on Jelani Day's where-
abouts contact BPD Detective Paul Jones at 
309-434-2548 or at pjones@cityblm.org. 
Jelani Day's family is offering a $25,000 
reward for his return and a GoFundMe was 
started to add to that initial reward. As of 
Sunday, the fundraiser had over $9,000 in 
donations. 
Jelani Day ran track at Alabama A&M 
and is a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraterni-
ty, Inc. He crossed, meaning he was fully ini-
tiated, in the Spring of 2018. 
D'Andre Day said his brother is active in 
his church, is funny and enjoys giving back 
to his community. 
D'Andre Day said his brother is and al-
ways has been a kind person. 
"Jelani is an amazing person. He's very 
smart, he's very athletic, he's very ambitious. 
He has big dreams," D'Andre Day said. 
One of those big dreams is speech pathol-
\ 
ogy. 
D'Andre Day said his brother wanted to 
be a speech pathologist after witnessing a 
friend with a speech problem being bullying 
when he was younger. 
"The reason why he wanted to become 
a speech pathologist was because when he 
grew up he had a friend that had problems 
with talking, people would make fun of him 
and (Jelani) didn't like that people were 
mocking his friend," D'Andre Day said. "He 
wanted to be able to help out so another 
child wouldn't feel left out or neglected or 
feel pushed aside because of their disability." 
D'Andre Day said his brother is also fami-
ly-oriented and would not leave without tell-
ing his family. He added that his brother's 
connection with his family is strong, wheth-
er it is his bond with his siblings, him donat-
ing bone marrow to his father or his dream 
of having a large family of his own, similar 
to the one he grew up in. 
D'Andre Day said he wants to dispel any 
rumors going around about his brother and 
encourage people to look at the sources they 
receive information from. He said he want-
ed to emphasize that his brother was not de-
pressed, had no mental health issues and was 
not a drug user. 
"For those who are reading the biogs or 
any false information put out please don't 
believe it. We ask that you respect our fam-
ily's privacy but also be empathetic to our 
situation and put yourself in our shoes," 
D'Andre Day said. "What would you do if 
they were rumors about your brother?" 
Right now, D'Andre Day said his family 
just wants to bring Jelani Day home safely. 
"We' re hoping to find Jelani alive, well, 
safe and unharmed . .. that's all we want, 
Jelani to be home," D'Andre Day said. "We 
want to hear his voice, his laugh. He could 
light up a room. You knew he was in a room, 
you could feel his presence. We just want 
him back with our family." 
D'Andre Day said he is asking for prayers 
and help looking for his brother. He added 
he is grateful to those who have reached out 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Jelani Day was last seen Aug. 24 in Bloomington, Illinois by the Beyond/Hello dispensary. 
He is described as a Black male, 6-foot-2, 180 pounds, 
with short black hair, brown eyes and some facial hair. 
to his family with their support. 
"We love our brother so much. I love my 
brother. I would do anything for him or any 
one of my siblings .. .If you know anything, 
say something. If you have any inclination 
about who was involved in this, say some-
thing, D'Andre Day said. "The ultimate goal 
is to bring Jelani home." 
"My brother is very special and loved and 
adored by thousands of people. We just want 
him to return home safely. We all love him," 
D'Andre said. "I love you, Jelani. Please 
come back to us soon." 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or at 
deneic@gmail.com. 
City Council to vote on appropriating $ 31 OK of funds 
Corryn Brock 
Editor-in-Chief I @DEN_news 
The Charleston City Council will vote on 
appropriating a total of $310,000 in Motor 
Fuel Tax funds for street and highway main-
tenance Tuesday evening at City Hall. The 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Two resolutions will be voted on for ap-
propriating the funds . One will appropriate 
$130,000 from MFT funds from FY 2014/ 
FY 2015 and the other will appropriate 
$180,000 from MTF funds from FY 2016/ 
FY 2017. 
A memorandum from Charleston Director 
of Public Works Curt Buescher explained the 
reasoning behind the appropriation of funds: 
"Each year the City estimates the amount 
of MFT funds that will be used to maintain 
our streets and alleys, and then obligates that 
amount via a resolution as directed by the 
IDOT procedures. At the end of the fiscal 
year, we complete a statement of actual ex-
FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Councilman Jeff Lahr and Mayor Bradon Combs wait for the Tuesday meeting to begin. All 
agenda items were approved during the meeting. 
penses for that year. If the actual expense ex-
ceeds the estimated expense, a supplemental 
resolution obligating the shortfall is submit-
ted to IDOT. 
Attached is a resolution obligating 
$180,000 ofMFT funds for FY 17 'srreet 
maintenance and construction work. Ac-
cording to a recent audit by IDOT, we had 
not submitted this supplemental resolution 
for FY 17. 
No additional funds are being spent, we 
are simply passing the necessary resolution 
to satisfy IDOT's requirements. 
Please approve this supplemental.resolu-
tion so we may stay in compliance with the 
IDOT policies." 
The council will also vote on street clo-
sures for the Charleston High School Home-
coming Parade happening on Sept. 30 from 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.-
If approved, the closures will begin at 
Smith Drive, continue north to Fifteenth 
Street then north to Harrison Avenue; west 
on Harrison Avenue to Seventh Street; then 
north on Seventh Street to Monroe Avenue; 
then west on Monroe Avenue to Sixth Street; 
south on Sixth Street to Harrison Avenue; 
then east on Harrison Avenue to Fifteenth 
Street. The parade will conclude as it goes 
south on Fifteenth Street back to the begin-
ning point on Smith Drive. 
The continuation of the local state of 
emergency will also be voted on during the 
meeting. 
CITY COUNCIL, page 2 
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Exploring Ashmore Estates 
Luke Taylor and Ian Stobaugh 
News Editor and Campus Reporter I @DEN_ 
news 
New and experienced paranormal in-
vestigators gathered Saturday evening 
at Ashmore Estates for a long night of 
learning about and seeking out paranor-
mal experiences, 
Despite the rain and humidity, 
around 30 people attended the event, 
hosted by the Paranormal Task Force, 
where they could borrow equipment and 
get expert advice for identifying the para-
normal, 
Gregory Myers, president of Paranor-
mal Task Force, said that all the group's 
previous events at Ashmore Estates were 
very successful. 
"It's always an awesome, phenomenal 
time, because like anything paranormal 
you don't know what's going to happen 
or when, but usually every time some-
thing does happen," Myers said. 
One of PTF's main missions is to ed-
ucate people at different experience levels 
on how to detect the paranormal or con-
firm whether events have other explain-
able causes. 
Before the investigation really began, 
all the event attendees gathered for a pre-
sentation on the history of Ashmore Es-
tates; the location was previously used for 
a poor farm and later a hospital. 
Teri Mosby, who runs After Dark 
Paranormal and is one of the caregivers 
of the estates, gave the presentation based 
on research done about the estate's his-
tory. In an interview, she also discussed 
·~ me of the residents who are believed to 
be haunting the building, like a young 
girl named Elva. 
"(Elva) was getting dressed and ready 
to come down for breakfast and her dress 
q.ught on fire and she died of her inju-
ries-. of the burns, We think she's in the 
building because we've heard a little girl's 
voice and someone calling her name," 
Mosby said. 
After the historical presentation, My-
ers explained some of the equipment 
that investigators use to sense paranor-
mal activity, whether they record audio, 
detect dectromagnetic frequencies or use 
radio broadcasts to try to communicate 
BY ASHANTI THOMAS 
(Top) Teri Moseby, apart of the Ashmore Estates crew, gets ready to present gadgets that visitors can use to inves-
tiagte with while walking around, 
(Left) Wyatt Freeman, Amanda Freeman, and Brandi Butcher, stand outside of Ashmore Estates awaiting the tour 
of the building. Wyatt says it is his first time visiting Ashmore. 
(Right) Rosalinda Farfan and her group of friends visit Ashmore Estates for the tour on Saturday evening. 
with paranormal beings. 
Myers also reminded the audience not 
to forget their most valuable tools- their 
own five senses. He described personal 
experiences seeing, hearing and feeling 
unexplainable things. 
"Sometimes it'll be olfactory as well, 
You'll be somewhere and smell an old ci-
gar smell or it'll be in the middle of win-
ter, and you'll get something fragrant like 
lilac that'll be unexplainable," Myers said. 
PTF does private investigations as 
well as public events, including an inves-
tigation for a homeowner in Charleston 
that same night. 
The process for these private investiga-
tions begins before the task force mem-
bers even see a location, just so they can 
eliminate any explainable causes for peo-
ples' experiences. 
"We have to assign a case manager to 
go through a questionnaire with the po-
tential client and then we do an inter-
view with them and other witness inter-
views with people who witnessed the ac-
tivity," Myers said. "If they're experienc-
ing more audio type disrurbances, we try 
to align them with a team who is good 
with that, or visual with cameras. After 
we're done reviewing everything, we do 
a case disclosure to them and tell them 
what we think Most of the cases don't 
lead to investigation." 
Myers said that electrical problems 
cause a lot of false paranormal experi-
ences as they can alter lighting or dectro-
magnetic fidds too near to peoples' beds 
can cause impaired thinking. 
Ashmore Estates hosts events like 
these as well as private experiences 
throughout the year. 
Luke Taylor and Ian Stobaugh can 
be contacted at S81-2812 or den-
newsdesk@gmail.com. 
Tarble to reopen in late September 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez 
Associate News Editor I @DEN_news 
After being closed a little over a year 
ago due to COVID-19, The Tarble Arts 
Center is opening its doors again. 
Last year, the Tarble Arts Center tried 
to find ways to still provide the East-
ern community with virtual events and 
an outdoor, self-guided exhibition called 
"Press Play." 
This year, they will be having new in-
person programs and exhibitions, making 
the transition back to the way things were 
run before COVID-19 hit. 
The Tarble's fall exhibition grand open-
ing will be happening from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. on Sept. 24. 
The grand opening is free and open to 
the public, but those interested in attend-
ing have to register for entry. 
As it states on the Tarble Arts Center 
website, the Tarble's reopening will feature 
» CITY COUNCIL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
According to the resolution, 
"The nature of the emergency is the 
ongoing Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic of suffi-
cient severity and magnitude that it 
may result in or threaten the death 
"newly renovated galleries with a recep-
tion for the fall exhibition cycle," 
Attendees will be able to view artwork 
throughout the Tarble's galleries, and even 
contribute to "the acclaimed interactive 
an installation: Yoko Ono: Mend Piece in 
the Studio Gallery." 
The installation presents a white room 
with shattered cups and saucers on a din-
ing table, Participants will have to "bind 
the fragments together using common 
household items: twine, glue, scissors and 
tape," 
Those who want to t.ontribute to Yoko 
Ono: Mend Piece must reserve a time slot 
prior to attending the grand opening. 
This an installation will be pan of the 
Tarble's exhibition for the fall cycle, which 
ends on Dec. 4, 2021. 
The grand opening will also include 
a live performance from musicians Brad 
Decker and Will Potter and an augment-
ed reality game, which will be available for 
or illness of persons to such an ex-
tent that extraordinary measures · 
must be taken to protect the public 
health, safety and welfare of the cit-
izens of the City of Charleston, and 
thereby it has warranted an _emer-
gency declaration for all states and 
local government entities and more 
specifically within the corponte 
activation outside, 
Along with the Yoko Ono interactive 
an installation, the exhibition will include 
Force Majeure, an exhibition that "trac-
es the history of video and technology as 
media for the voices of feminist discourse 
from second- to third- and fourth-wave 
aesthetics and strategies." 
Though Brad Decker and Will Potter 
will only perform live during the grand 
opening, the recorded music will contin-
ue to play for the remainder of the fall ex-
hibition cycle. 
The music explores the cycles of de-
struction and creation "using electron-
ic music, trombone, movement, and a 
·graphic score." 
The website also states that revenue 
from the live performance will remain on 
view throughout the exhibition cycle. 
Though the Tarble's grand opening is 
not until Sept. 24, the an museum will 
be hosting a series of crystal bowl sound 
limits of the Ciry of Charleston," 
A proclamation will be made by 
City of Charleston Mayor Brandon 
Combs to name Sept. 17 through 
Sept, 23 Constitution Week 2021 
to celebrate the drafting of the Con-
stitution of the United States, 
Following the action items, time 
is reserved for members of the pub-
baths with the first one happening from 5 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 20, 
1his event will also be free and open to 
the public, with registration required pri-
or to entry. ~ecause a limited number of 
spots will be available, it will be run on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 
The aystal bowl soWld bath will be led 
by T yna Loafinan and "scheduled to coin-
cide with the cycles of the moon and sup-
port stillness, gratitude, and reflection," 
The Tarble will be hosting more aystal 
bowl sound baths throughout the school 
year, so those who cannot attend the first 
one will have many opportunities to par-
take in this event, 
The Tarble Arts Center will be hosting 
many other events throughout the fall ex-
hibition cycle. 
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be 
reached at 581-2812 or at knmorales-
rodriguez@eiu.edu. 
lie to address the council. 
No action will be taken on mat-
ters not lrsted--on the agenda, and 
the council is not required to take 
any further action or to discuss the 
matter further. 
Corryn Brock can be reached at 
S81-2812 or at deneic@gmail.com. 





In missing person cases as family and 
friends are still in search of the missing per-
son, it is important to be respectful of how 
you speak about the case. 
There should always be respect for the 
family's privacy to information as well. 
They will give out what information they 
are willing to give out and in their own 
time. 
We should never pressure them to give 
out any more information or any less infor-
mation. We do not deserve that information 
solely beca_use we have been following that 
case. 
Gossip and rumors about missing people 
may discourage them from finding the per-
~s-
~ 
son they are trying to find, lead the police BY NICK PAUL 
in the wrong direction or ruin the person's 
pe~~::~::;~::~i~;·thismisinformationcan Be more understanct1·ng of those ·arolma· n''-.t' l~,•c 
skew the perception of who the missing case 
is on. 
Every missing person is worthy of being 
found regardless of who they are or who 
they are perceived to be. However, because 
of misinformation, some cases are swept un-
der the rug due to how soci~ty may perceive 
that person. 
It is important also important to keep 
hope when speaking about cases involving 
missing persons. There should always be 
empathy to the situation that families and 
friends of those persons are in. 
They are currently in a time of grief, not 
knowing whether they will be facing a per-
manent loss or not. Words of those around 
them .have an impact. 
Quote of the Day: 
"Lead from the heart, not the 
head." 
Princess Diana Spencer 
Tne oaily eoitona is t e majority opinion o 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News. 
Letters to the Editor 
Those interested can inquire at opinions. 
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions, 
submissions and letters to the editor. 
Please allow a week for us to publish let-
ters to the editor. 
The Editor reserves the right to not publish 
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less 
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be 
considered by the editorial board. 
Please include your name and phone num-
ber to verify letters. 
For more information please call 
217-581-2812. 
We're Hiring! 





Call 581-2812 for more information. 
---- Editorial Board 
Helena Edwards 
l..,. '"''"' 
In my room, I have a pride flag. It's a flag 
that has five stripes: dark green, light green, 
white, grey and black. When most people see 
it hanging on my wall, they ignore it or don't 
notice it at all. Even my parents didn't ques-
tion it, which was new since my dad ques-
tions almost everything. However, I do have 
a few people ask with pure curiosity, "What's 
that flag for?" 
I always freeze up at that question. Not 
necessarily for any one specific reason, but 
it's hard to explain to someone that you don't 
feel romantic attraction like they do. No, I 
can still have a relationship if I choose to. 
No, I'm not asexual. Yes, I still have feelings 
and care for others. It's exhausting, repetitive 
and makes me feel horrible at times. I never 
know if someone will respond with, "Thank 
you for explaining it to me," or, "You're not 
human if you don't fall in love.' 
I didn't choose to be aromantic. I didn't 
know for 1 7 years that what I thought was 
love wasn't like everyone else's experienc-
es with love. When I was younger, the girls 
in my class would hound me over who my 
"crush" was. I always just chose some random 
I~n _Stobaugh .. 
boy in class who I never really wanted to date 
but who I wanted to be friends with. I only 
realized that I was different when I was help-
ing a friend through a breakup, and realizing 
I had never felt the way she had felt. 
The most common hurtful response I get 
seems rather innocent: "Don't worry, you'll 
fall in love one day!" or, "You'll find someone 
and you fortunately won't be aromantic any-
more!" The thing that no one understands is 
that when I experience attraction, it doesn't 
automatically make me all romantic (aka not 
aromantic). If I told you that I have only fall-
en in love once in my entire life so far, would 
you find that slightly unusual, or would you 
think that it was a common experience? My 
years of being treated as a "heartbreaker" be-
cause I wasn't interested in a relationship are 
not erased when I finally feel attracted to 
I someone. GJ t,iJ~g"inirried to the only person 
I have ever loved does not get rid of the years 
I lived before where I felt alienated from ev-
eryone else as they talked about their dates 
at lunch. I have still lived those,and loving 
someone or a few people does not take away 
·- those experiences. 
Thankfully, I have so many supportive 
people in my life who have helped me know 
that I'm accepted for who I am and that I 
should never apologize for being myself. I 
think everyone should have people who are 
like that; ones who remind you that you 
should never apologize to anybody for your 
identity. I'm glad that I've had the opportu-
nity to be such an active member of the aro-
mantic community, and I'm glad I get to ed-
ucate people on it. 
Ian Stobaugh can be contacted at 581-1812 
or amstobaugh@eiu.edu. 
The greatest Wii game, 'Boom Blox' 
Lists of the greatest video games ever 
made always have one glaring omission: 
"Boom Blox" for the Wii. 
This staggering masterpiece ·of an 
entertainment product was made by EA, 
and Steven Spielberg for some reason, and 
is quite simply a joy to experience. 
There are several game modes to 
experience, featuring settings like a volcanic 
island, some kind of cartoonish farm and 
a medieval castle. Strange little creatures 
stand in the background and cheer you on, 
and I consider them among ~y best friends. 
One game mode has you doing things 
like throwing baseballs at numbered blocks, 
giving you points for how many blocks you 
knockdown in a single throw. 
Another mode is like a virtual twist on 
the classic game Jenga. It has players take 
turns removing blocks from a structure 
without making it fall down. 
Who needs complex stories and state-of- · 
the 0 art graphics when you have delightful 
minigames that involve things falling down? 
I am not sure to what degree Steven 
Spielberg was involved in the production of 
this game, but everything the man touches 
turns to gold. 
Name a bad Spielberg movie. What? You 
Adam Tumino 
can't? Exactly. And no, "Indiana Jones and 
the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull" is not 
bad. You just need to lighten the hell up. 
Spielberg is a genius that everyone knows 
about, but "Boom Blox" features the work 
of another genius that may not be a house-
hold name. He is Mark Mothersbaugh and 
he composed the soundtrack for this 
absolute stud of a game. 
Based on his work for "Boom Blox," 
Mothersbaugh should go · down in history as 
one of the greatest composers of all time. 
Mozart. Beethoven. Gershwin. Mothers-
baugh. 
. Pull up the soundtrack on Spotify, unless 
you hate yourself and do not want to ex-
perience pure, auditory happiness. The best 
track is probably "Mellow Fun Blockland," 
but there is not a bad choice. "Volcano 
Artifact" and "Spastic Hoedown" are tre-
mendous as well. 
Mothersbaugh has an impressive discog-
raphy, having written the original scores for 
"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs," "21 
Jump Street" and "Thor: Ragnarok," among 
others. He also wrote the music for the 
2005 game "The Sims 2." 
I love this guy. 
I love "Boom Blox." 
Perhaps the truest testament to this 
game's greatness is that I love it despite be-
ing really bad at it. 
I used to believe that it was never fun to 
do things you are bad at, but then "Boom 
Blox" came along and turned my insignifi-
cant life completely upside down. 
I suck at this game, but I can play it for 
hours and enjoy myself. My only conclu-
sion is that this game is magic. 
It was created by forces beyond our un-
derstanding. And also Steven Spielberg. 
Adam Tumino is a senior Journalism major. 
He can be reached at 581-2812 or 
atumino@eiu.edu. 
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Panthers beaten by Gamecocks 46-0 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 
The SEC is known for football, and 
the South Carolina Gamecocks showed 
the Eastern football team Saturday night 
that the conference has certainly earned 
its considerable reputation. 
The Gamecocks came out strong and 
did not let up for 60 minutes, beating the 
Panthers 46-0 in Williams-Brice Stadium 
in Columbia in front of nearly 65,000 
fans. 
It was only the second time in pro-
gram history that Eastern played an SEC 
opponent. They previously lost 55-20 
against Arkansas in 2018. 
Eastern head coach Adam Cushing 
said a combination of South Carolina's 
talent and Eastern's lack of execution led 
to the loss. 
"Well, that was a really good football 
team we ran into out there on the field, 
and we didn't do very many things well, 
certainly offensively we couldn't get much 
going on third down," he said. "I've got 
to give them credit, South Carolina made 
a bunch of big plays in this football game. 
They made the big plays that were need-
ed to sustain the drives and just kind of 
wear us down." 
The Panthers gained 109 yards of to-
tal offense in the game and, to Cushing's 
point, were 0-of-9 on third down. 
As a result, Eastern ran 44 plays com-
pared to South Carolinas 77. The Game-
cock offense gained 443 yards of total of-
fense. 
Quarterback Chris Katrenick got the 
start for Eastern, going 13-of-22 passing 
fdf 78 yal'cls artH 2 1tll:ti'cepti~n§, <'.Sn~ of 
which was run back for a touchdown. 
The running game never got going 
for Eastern, with running back Harri-
son Bey-Buie running for a team-high 12 
yards on 5 carries and Markenzy Pierre 
running for 11 yards on 6 carries. ,, 
Wide receiver Tyler Hamilton, a 
South Carolina native, led the team with 
5 catches and 32 yards. 
For the Gamecocks' quarterback Zeb 
Noland got the start and was 13-of-22 
passing for 122 yards and 4 touchdowns 
and running back l.aQuandre White ran 
for 128 yards on 12 carries, including a 
SANDY KING I EASTERN ATHLETICS 
Eastern defensive lineman Justin Growel drags down a South Carolina ball carrier in the Panthers game against 
the Gamecocks Sept. 4. Eastern lost the game 46-0. 
63-yard touchdown. 
South Carolina took advantage of 
some Eastern mistakes on special teams, 
blocking two punts and rushing punter 
Logen Neidhardt on another, forcing a 
20-yard kick and giving the Gamecocks 
good field position. 
Cushing said that key adjustments 
were not made in punt coverage both on 
the field and on the siddine, which led to 
the struggles. 
"We missed an adjustment to be hon-
est, the guys out on the field" he said. 
"Early we made a mistake as players, and 
then as coaches we didn't make the final 
adjustment. So there's a little bit of both 
there. We got it cleaned up as the game 
went along, obviously they stopped rush-
ing it, but we fell that we made the ad-
justments that were necessary and got 
the right guys coached up and all those 
things." 
In addition to the blocked punts, Ka-
trenick's first pass of the game was tipped 
into the air and intercepted, giving the 
Gamecocks great starting field position 
throughout the first hal£ 
For South Carolina's first four touch-
down drives, their average starting field 
position was Eastern's 40-yard line. 
Cushing said that he thought the de-
fense played well despite the final score, 
and the unit was put in a tough spot with 
field position and the amount of time 
they were out on the field. 
"Obviously our defense did some re-
ally nice things," he said. "We kept mak-
ing them snap the football over and over 
and keep making plays, and just give 
(South Carolina) credit. They kept mak-
ing the plays that we kept forcing them 
to make." 
For the Panthers, freshman safety Jor-
dan Vincent led the team with 9 total 
tackles while safety Kadin Drakeford, de-
fensive back T yris Harvey and defensive 
lineman Tun Varga had 5 tackles apiece. 
Drakeford also had the Panthers' only 
sack of the game and forced a fumble 
that was recovered by safety Blake Ruffin. 
Going forward to next weekend's road 
game against Dayton, and throughout 
the rest of the season, Cushing said that 
he thinks the team can be productive if 
they are able to cut down on unforced 
mistakes. 
"The bottom line is that we beat 
the Panthers today in a major way, and 
South Carolina took advantage and fin-
ished the job for us," Cushing said. "Ev-
ery time we'd get a drive going on offense 
we would shoot ourselves in the foot. The 
good news is there that if we avoid those 
things we're really going to be pretty good 
on offense. And obviously defensively, 
the offense put them in a bad spot. They 
were just on the field a ton. If we could 
sustain some more drives I think our de-
fense giving us a chance to the football 
game." 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
Men's, women's cross country teams win Friday 
ROBERT LE CATES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS 
Redshirt senior Avani Flanagan celebrates with Eastern cross country 
coach Erin Howarth after the EIU Walt Crawford Open on Sept. 3. 
By Adam Tumino 
Sports Editor I @adam_tumino 
The 2021 cross country season go·un-
derway Friday afternoon when the East-
ern men's and women's cross country 
teams hosted the EIU Walt Crawford 
Open. 
By the time the open was over, both 
Eastern teams had earned first place fin-
ishes. 
The women's teams competed first in 
the 5K Eastern graduate student Lind-
sey Carlson took first with a time of 
17:33.89, beating second place by near-
ly six minutes. 
It was Carlson's first ever collegiate 
cross country race. She was a four-year 
starter on the women's soccer team, 
playing in all 75 matches as a defend-
er for the Panthers and starting in 7 4 of 
them. 
She ran indoor cross country last 
year, when she was named second team 
All-OVC after finishing second in the 
conference in the OVC Indoor Track 
Championship. 
She was also named second team All 
OVC as a member of the soccer team in 
2017. 
Redshirt seniors Kate Bushue and 
Avani Flanagan finished third and fifth. 
EIU WALT CRAWFORD OPEN 
Men's Teams 
1. Eastern- 18 points 
2. Illinois- 44 points 
3. SIU£... 67 points 
4. Kaskaskia- 102 points 
5. Defiance- 131 points 
Freshman Janelynn Wirth and soph-
omore Kylie Decker were the last two 
scored runners for Eastern, finishing 
12th and 13th respectively. 
As a team, the Panthers had 29 
points. Illinois was second with 31, fol-
lowed by Southern Illinois-Edwardsville 
with 72, Kaskaskia College with 124 and 
Defiance College with 133. 
The men's team won by a much larg-
er margin, recording 18 points while sec-
ond-place Illinois had 44. 
Thi:: order of finish was the same as it 
was on the women's side, with South-
ern Illinois-Edwardsville coming in third 
with 67 points, Kaskaskia College finish-
Women's Teams 
1. Eastern- 29 points 
2. Illinois- 31 points 
3. SIUE- 72 points 
4. Kaskaskia- 124 points 
5. Defiance- 133 points 
ing fourth with 102 points and Defiance 
bringing up the rear with 131 points. 
Eastern assured the win by having the 
top four runners in the 8K 
Graduate student Jaime Marcos fin-
ished first with a time of24:25.04. 
He was followed by senior Andrew 
Pilat (24:59.22), senior Franky Roma-
no (25:08.72) and junior Will Bullock 
(25:15.94). 
The last scored runner for the men's 
team was junior Trevor Murphy, who 
finished with a time of25:49.69. 
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
